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The purpose of the financial aid program is to assist 
students who would be unable to attend college without 
aid (need-based awards) and to recognize students for 
their accomplishments and potential for achievement 
(merit-based awards). 

Scholarships, grants, and employment are available. 
Federal and state financial aid programs, external schol-
arship programs, and scholarships provided by the col-
lege through the Athens Technical College Foundation, 
Inc., fund these financial assistance programs. Athens 
Technical College does not participate in any of the fed-
eral loan programs.

Students should contact the Financial Aid Office to 
schedule an appointment to discuss financial aid opportu-
nities. The telephone number for the Financial Aid Office 
on the Athens Campus is (706) 355-5009; the telephone 
number for the financial aid office on the Elbert County 
Campus is (706) 213-2100. Staff members from the 
Financial Aid Office on the Athens Campus provide coun-
seling via a webcam to the campuses in Greene County 
and Walton County on a weekly basis to meet with appli-
cants and currently enrolled students about financial aid 
questions and issues. Applicants and currently enrolled 
students should call these campus locations to schedule 
appointments. The telephone number for the Greene 
County Campus is (706) 453-7435. The telephone num-
ber for the Walton County Campus is (770) 207-3130.

CÙÕÙėÁû !ìÕ tėĈäėÁāě
Federal Pell Grant – Federal Pell Grant is an entitle-

ment program that provides aid to eligible students to help 
meet the costs of postsecondary education. Recipients 
do not have to repay Pell Grants. The U.S. Department 
of Education determines eligibility using your EFC, a 
formula developed by the federal government, and the 
courses for which you are registered during fall quarter 
under a federally approved program of study. The num-
ber of credit hours students take during a given quarter 
affects the actual award. The grant is not available to stu-
dents with baccalaureate degrees, in loan default, or to 
high school students participating in dual or joint enroll-
ment programs. 

Students who gain admission to the college through 
the special admission category are ineligible to receive 
the Pell Grant. Students admitted to the college through 
the learning support admissions category are ineligible 
to receive federal financial aid until they reach the mini-
mum of provisional admission status (see Provisional/
Learning Support Admission). 

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Grant (FSEOG) – This campus-based grant provides aid 
to students with exceptional need who do not have bac-
calaureate degrees. Students must be enrolled in five or 
more hours of study to receive this grant. Pell Grant recip-
ients receive priority for FSEOG awards. 

Academic Competitiveness Grant – This grant pro-
vides students with up to $750 to cover costs associated 
with the first year of undergraduate study and up to $1,300 
for the second year of undergraduate study. This grant is 
available to first-year students who graduated from high 
school after January 1, 2006, and to second-year students 
who graduated from high school after January 1, 2005. 
Students receive the Academic Competitiveness Grant in 
addition to their Pell Grant Funds. Students must meet the 
following eligibility requirements to receive this grant:

Be a citizen of the United States
Be qualified to receive the Pell Grant
Be enrolled full time in a degree-level program of 
study
Be enrolled in the first or second academic year of a 
degree-level program of study at a two-year or four-
year degree-granting institution
Have completed a rigorous secondary school program 
of study

First-year students who have previously enrolled in an 
undergraduate program of study are ineligible to receive 
the Academic Competitiveness Grant. Second-year stu-
dents must have a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 
on a 4.0 scale during their first year of college to qualify 
for this grant. The U.S. Department of Education will use 
information submitted by students on the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to determine eligibility.

Federal Work Study – This campus-based program 
provides part-time employment for students who need 
such earnings to meet a portion of their educational 
expenses. Financial aid rules base participation in the 
program on need and the availability of jobs. Financial 
Aid staff members assign eligible students to part-time 
jobs. 

When possible, the staff assigns students to jobs 
related to their programs of study. The Financial Aid 
staff determines work schedules based on students’ class 
schedules and the number of hours they are able to work 
to earn their total work-study award. The Office of Finance 
and Administration can provide direct deposits or hold 
paychecks at the cashier’s office for students at the end of 
each month. 

•
•
•

•

•

Financial Aid 
Information



56

How to Apply for Federal Financial Aid
To apply for federal financial aid, students must com-

plete the following steps:
Submit an application for admission to the college. 
Students must gain acceptance to financial aid-eli-
gible programs to receive assistance. 
File a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) online at www.fafsa.ed.gov by the midpoint 
of the term prior to the one in which they are seek-
ing admission to the college (see Early Application 
Deadline). 

The federal processing center will email or mail 
Student Aid Reports (SAR) directly to students. Financial 
aid applicants must review the information in part two 
of the Student Aid Reports to ensure that the reports are 
accurate. If selected for verification by the U.S. Department 
of Education, students must provide signed copies of the 
tax returns used to complete the application and docu-
mentation for all untaxed income and benefits reported 
on the application. The Financial Aid Office will provide 
work-sheets to students selected for verification. 

Disbursement Schedule for Federal Aid Funds
The Financial Aid staff will apply financial aid ben-

efits toward the tuition and fees charged for those courses 
required by the recipients’ programs of study. Students 
who register for courses not required in their programs 
of study will be responsible for paying with personal 
funds the tuition charged for those non-required courses. 
Students will be removed by the Office of Registration 
and Records from all classes if they do not pay the tuition 
associated with the non-required courses by the Tuition/
Fee Payment Deadline as listed in the Academic Calendar 
(see Academic Calendar).

The Financial Aid staff must verify student enroll-
ment and attendance by the end of the second week of the 
academic term. The staff then has 14 days to prepare and 
distribute checks to students who have authorized aid; 
the cashier must distribute checks by the end of the fourth 
week of the academic term. Enrollment status at the point 
the Financial Aid staff authorizes payments determines 
award amounts. Students who withdraw from all classes 
prior to the time when the Financial Aid staff verifies stu-
dent enrollment and attendance may be responsible for 
repaying some or all of the federal financial aid benefits 
they received for that academic term. The refund and 
repayment formulas established by the U.S. Department 
of Education determine the amount of aid returned. 

1.

2.

Students receive refund checks if their financial aid ben-
efits exceed the amount owed for tuition and fees. Students 
may go online via their Banner Web account to authorize 
the college to use the excess federal financial aid funds to 
pay most fees, including late registration fees, instructional 
and technology fees, HOPE book overpayments, NLN test-
ing fees, SAT testing fees, standardized health program 
placement examination testing fees, and graduation fees. 
The authorization allows the college to apply excess fed-
eral financial aid funds to cover fees for the entire period 
students are enrolled at the college. Students may change 
or modify an authorization online via their Banner Web 
account at any time. Students should verify that their fed-
eral financial aid benefits are sufficient to cover the fees; 
otherwise, they run the risk of being administratively with-
drawn from their classes because they owe money to the 
college at the Tuition/Fee Payment Deadline as listed in 
the Academic Calendar (see Academic Calendar).

Renewal Application
Students must renew their Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FASFA) online (www.fafsa.ed.gov) 
each year after January 1 to receive consideration for assis-
tance the next academic year. Summer Quarter marks the 
first term of the academic year for financial aid purposes, 
and the academic year encompasses the summer, fall, 
winter, and spring terms. Students receiving financial aid 
benefits during Spring Quarter must renew their FAFSA 
in order to receive aid for the subsequent Summer term. 

To use financial aid for tuition and fees, students 
must submit their FAFSA and their college financial aid 
file must be complete by the midpoint of the term prior 
to the one in which they are seeking admission to the col-
lege (see Early Application Deadline). Students who fail 
to meet these deadlines may be responsible for paying all 
tuition and fees due at the time of registration. Students 
who fail to meet these deadlines may be administratively 
withdrawn from their classes if they owe money to the col-
lege after the Tuition/Fee Payment Deadline as indicated 
in the Academic Calendar (see Academic Calendar). Once 
the Financial Aid Office receives all information needed to 
establish eligibility, the college will reimburse eligible stu-
dents for that term’s tuition and fees they paid in advance. 

CÙÕÙėÁû /ûĈÏù IĈĥėěκ/ėÙÕìġ IĈĥėě /ĈĂİÙėěìĈĂ 
U.S. Department of Education regulations specify 

that colleges offering undergraduate programs in credit 
hours must use a clock hour/credit hour conversion for-
mula to determine whether programs qualify for federal 

CÙÕÙėÁû /ûĈÏù IĈĥėěκ/ėÙÕìġ IĈĥėě /ĈĂİÙėěìĈĂ CĈėāĥûÁ
Column A Column B Column C Column D Column E

Course Credit Hours Lecture Hours
Lecture + Lab =
Contact Hours

Title IV
Credit Hours

SCT 100 3 1+4=5 50 2.5

ENG 1010 5 5+0 50 2.5

Total 8 5
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financial aid unless the programs meet at least one of 
these exceptions:

The programs are at least two academic years in 
length, and the college awards associate degrees to 
students who complete the program requirements.
Each course within programs that do not lead to asso-
ciate degrees is acceptable for full credit toward asso-
ciate degrees.

With the exception of SCT 100, the general core 
courses prescribed in the diploma programs of study are 
not acceptable for full credit toward an associate degree. 
Thus, the Financial Aid staff must use a clock hour/credit 
hour conversion formula to determine the amount of fed-
eral financial aid available to diploma program students, 
as well as to students enrolled in technical certificates of 
credit. The Financial Aid staff bases the amount of Pell 
Grant awards on the number of credits determined by the 
conversion formula. In the example on the previous page, 
the Financial Aid staff would base the Pell award for the 
two classes on five credit hours (the total of column E), 
not eight credit hours (the total of column B).

{ġÁġÙ !ìÕ tėĈäėÁāě
HOPE (Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally) 

is a state-funded program that provides financial assis-
tance to in-state students attending Georgia institutions 
of higher learning. The HOPE program covers tuition and 
most fees. Students do not have to be classified as full-
time students to receive HOPE benefits. Students must 
meet U.S. citizenship requirements to be eligible for the 
HOPE program: U.S. citizen (born or naturalized) or an 
eligible non-citizen (according to the definition set forth 
by the Federal Title IV program).

Technical Certiýcate and Diploma Programs
Students enrolling in technical certificate and diploma 

programs of study may be eligible for financial assistance 
through a HOPE Grant if they establish and maintain 
legal, permanent residency in the State of Georgia for 12 
consecutive months immediately preceding the first day 
of classes of the academic term for which they seek finan-
cial assistance through the HOPE Grant program. Military 
personnel who receive out-of-state tuition waivers through 
the Georgia residency policy are considered to have met 
the Georgia residency requirements and are, therefore, 
eligible to receive financial assistance through the HOPE 
Grant program (see Georgia Resident Deýned).

Students must be in compliance with the United 
States Selective Services requirements in order to receive 
the HOPE Grant. Students who are in default on a federal 
Title IV or State of Georgia educational loan, owe a refund 
on a federal Title IV or State of Georgia financial aid pro-
gram, or are in any other way in violation of federal Title 
IV or State of Georgia financial aid program regulations 
are ineligible to receive the HOPE Grant. In accordance 
with the Georgia Drug-Free Postsecondary Education Act 
of 1990, students convicted of committing certain felony 
offenses involving marijuana, controlled substances, or 

•

•

other dangerous drugs are ineligible to receive financial 
aid benefits through the HOPE program from the date of 
conviction until the completion of the following academic 
term.

Students enrolling in technical certificate and/or 
diploma programs of study at technical colleges in Georgia 
may receive HOPE grant benefits for up to 95 quarter or 63 
semester hours of attempted coursework. Students enroll-
ing in diploma programs that are longer than 95 quarter 
credit hours receive the HOPE grant for a maximum cap 
of 130 quarter or 86 semester hours of attempted course-
work. Additionally, students may receive a combination of 
HOPE grant and HOPE scholarship payments for a maxi-
mum of 190 quarter or 127 semester hours of attempted 
coursework at colleges and universities in Georgia.

The HOPE Grant will cover the tuition of required 
learning support courses that provisional and learning 
support students must take in order to gain regular admis-
sion status in their program of study at Athens Technical 
College provided the students meet the HOPE Grant eli-
gibility requirements (see Provisional/Learning Support 
Admission). The credit hours associated with the learn-
ing support coursework taken by HOPE Grant-eligible 
students count toward the HOPE Grant paid-hours limit 
and the HOPE Grant/Scholarship combined paid-hours 
limit. The HOPE Grant will pay tuition and most fees for 
the coursework required by students’ programs of study. 
Students who register for courses not required in their 
programs of study will be responsible for paying with 
personal funds the tuition charged for the non-required 
courses. Students will be removed from all classes if they 
do not pay the tuition associated with the non-required 
courses by the Tuition/Fee Payment Deadline as listed on 
the Academic Calendar (see Academic Calendar).

Associate Degree Programs
Beginning with the high school graduating class of 

2007, students may be eligible for financial assistance 
through the HOPE Scholarship program provided they 
met the requirements to be classified as Georgia resi-
dents at the time they graduated from an eligible high 
school or completed an eligible home school program 
and provided they were legal, permanent residents of 
the State of Georgia for 12 consecutive months imme-
diately preceding the first day of classes of the academic 
term for which they seek financial assistance through 
the HOPE Scholarship program (see Georgia Resident 
Deýned). Effective July 1, 2008, students who did not 
meet the requirements to be classified as Georgia resi-
dents at the time they graduated from an eligible high 
school or completed an eligible home school program 
may become eligible to receive the HOPE Scholarship if 
they establish and maintain legal, permanent residency 
in the State of Georgia for 24 consecutive months imme-
diately preceding the first day of classes of the academic 
term for which they seek HOPE Scholarship benefits.

Military personnel and their dependents who receive 
out-of-state tuition waivers through the Georgia resi-
dency policy are considered to have met the Georgia resi-
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dent requirements and are, therefore, eligible to receive 
HOPE Scholarship benefits as entering first-year students. 
Entering first-year students are defined as students who 
have accumulated less than 45 quarter or 30 semester 
hours of attempted college credit at a college or univer-
sity. Military personnel who receive out-of-state tuition 
waivers through the Georgia residency policy are not eli-
gible to receive HOPE Scholarship benefits if they have 
accumulated a minimum of 45 quarter or 30 semester 
hours of attempted credit at a college or university when 
they submit a HOPE application for the first time. Other 
students who receive out-of-state tuition waivers through 
the Georgia residency policy are ineligible to receive the 
HOPE Scholarship (see Georgia Resident Deýned).

Students must be in compliance with the United States 
Selective Services requirements in order to receive the 
HOPE Scholarship. Students who are in default on a federal 
Title IV or State of Georgia educational loan, owe a refund 
on a federal Title IV or State of Georgia financial aid pro-
gram, or are in any other way in violation of federal Title IV 
or State of Georgia financial aid program regulations are 
ineligible to receive the HOPE Scholarship. In accordance 
with the Georgia Drug-Free Postsecondary Education Act 
of 1990, students convicted of committing certain felony 
offenses involving marijuana, controlled substances, or 
other dangerous drugs are ineligible to receive financial 
aid benefits through the HOPE program from the date of 
conviction until the completion of the following academic 
term.

Beginning with the class of 2007, entering first-year 
students must graduate from an eligible high school with 
a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 
4.0 scale in the college preparatory curriculum or a mini-
mum cumulative grade point average of 3.2 on a 4.0 scale 
in the career/technology curriculum. Refer to the Georgia 
Student Finance Commission (GSFC) website at www.
gsfc.org or consult with a high school counselor to deter-
mine the subjects included in the grade point average 
calculation. 

Effective as of May 13, 2008, Georgia House Bill 152 
allows students who receive a GED after June 20, 1993, 
who graduate from an ineligible high school, or who com-
plete an unaccredited home school program to receive the 
HOPE scholarship their freshman year (first tier) if they 
score in the 85th percentile or higher on a standardized 
college admission test (SAT or ACT). Official examination 
scores must be sent directly to GSFC for consideration.

The academic requirements established for the high 
school graduating class of 2007 apply to entering college 
first-year students who graduated from an eligible high 
school prior to 2007 if they did not enroll for the first time 
in an eligible college or university before May 1, 2007. 
Entering college first-year students may receive the HOPE 
Scholarship through the academic term in which they 
accumulate at least 45 quarter or 30 semester hours of 
attempted credit unless they first reach an end-of-spring 
checkpoint or three-term checkpoint with a cumulative 
grade point average that is less than 3.0 on a 4.0 scale.

Entering first-year students who enroll for 12 or more 
credit hours during one or more of their first three terms 
of college enrollment must have a minimum cumulative 
grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at the end of the 
spring term—the end-of-spring checkpoint—in order to 
continue receiving the HOPE Scholarship. 

Entering first-year students who enroll in fewer than 
12 credit hours in each of their first three terms of college 
enrollment must have a minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at the end of the third term—
the three-term checkpoint—in order to continuing receiv-
ing the HOPE Scholarship. Thereafter, the Financial Aid 
staff will conduct end-of-spring checkpoints on these stu-
dents regardless of the number of credit hours they enroll 
in during each subsequent academic term.

Entering first-year students who enroll in fewer than 
12 credit hours in their first two terms of college enroll-
ment and in 12 or more credit hours in their third term 
of college enrollment may continue to receive HOPE 
Scholarship funds if their third term of college enrollment 
is after the end-of-spring checkpoint. These students will 
continue to receive HOPE Scholarship funds until they 
accumulate 45 quarter or 30 semester hours of attempted 
credit or until the next end-of-spring checkpoint, which-
ever comes first. They will then need to have a minimum 
cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale to 
maintain eligibility.

Entering first-year students who completed an eli-
gible home school program in 1997 or later and students 
who graduated from in-state or out-of-state ineligible 
high schools in 1997 or later may receive HOPE retro-
actively if they earn a minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale after attempting 30 semester 
or 45 quarter credit hours of postsecondary studies and 
meet all other HOPE eligibility requirements, including 
the end-of-spring and three-term checkpoints. In order to 
be eligible for the HOPE Scholarship as entering first-year 
students, these students must have met the Georgia resi-
dency requirements at the time they completed the home 
school requirements or graduated from an ineligible high 
school. Students who graduate from in-state and out-of-
state eligible high schools are not eligible for retroactive 
HOPE awards as specified by this provision. 

Students who graduated from high school before the 
HOPE program began in 1993 or who are not academi-
cally eligible for a HOPE scholarship immediately after 
high school graduation may be eligible for a HOPE schol-
arship if they have a minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale after completing 45, 90, or 
135 quarter hours or 30, 60, or 90 semester hours of study 
at the college-degree level. Once students become eligible 
for the HOPE Scholarship after attempting 45, 90, or 135 
quarter hours or 30, 60, or 90 semester hours of study 
at the college-degree level, they must have a minimum 
cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at the 
end-of-spring checkpoint in order to remain eligible to 
receive the HOPE Scholarship. HOPE Scholarship recipi-
ents who lost their HOPE benefits at the end-of-spring or 
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three-term checkpoints may regain their eligibility if they 
have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 
on a 4.0 scale at the end of the academic term in which 
they attempt 45, 90, or 135 quarter hours or 30, 60, or 90 
semester hours of study at the college-degree level.

The HOPE Scholarship will cover the tuition of 
required learning support courses that provisional and 
learning support students must take in order to gain regu-
lar admission status in their program of study at Athens 
Technical College provided the students meet the HOPE 
Scholarship eligibility requirements (see Provisional/
Learning Support Admission). The credit hours asso-
ciated with the learning support coursework taken by 
HOPE Scholarship-eligible students count toward the 
HOPE Scholarship paid-hours limit and the HOPE Grant/
Scholarship combined paid-hours limit. 

The Financial Aid staff counts toward the cumulative 
grade point average all attempted hours and correspond-
ing grades earned for college degree-level courses at 
Athens Technical College and all other colleges and uni-
versities even if the director of registration and records 
does not accept those courses/grades for transfer credit. 
This includes remedial courses, incomplete courses, in-
progress courses, pass/fail courses, satisfactory/unsatis-
factory courses, and courses from which students formally 
withdraw as attempted hours even if there is no academic 
penalty for withdrawing. 

It is the responsibility of students to contact the 
Financial Office to establish HOPE Scholarship eligibil-
ity. It is recommended that students submit a Request for 
Evaluation of Transcripts prior to the start of their first 
term of enrollment. However, students should submit a 
Request for Evaluation of Transcripts to the Financial Aid 
Office no later than the midpoint of the quarter for which 
they are seeking reimbursement. Requests received after 
this time will be evaluated for the next quarter. Students 
may receive HOPE Scholarship benefits for up to 127 
semester or 190 quarter hours of attempted coursework. 
Additionally, students may receive a combination of HOPE 
Grant and HOPE Scholarship payments for a maximum 
of 190 quarter or 127 semester hours of attempted course-
work at colleges and universities in Georgia. Students who 
have earned a bachelor’s degree from any college or uni-
versity are ineligible to receive financial assistance through 
the HOPE Scholarship program.

High School Students – The Georgia Student Finance 
Commission (GSFC) administers the ACCEL program to 
provide high school juniors and seniors at eligible Georgia 
public and private high schools the opportunity to take 
certain courses from postsecondary institutions that count 
for both high school graduation credit and perhaps credit 
toward a college degree. To be eligible for ACCEL funds, 
high school students must enroll in associate degree-level 
courses approved by the Georgia Department of Education 
in the areas of the core graduation requirements for col-
lege preparatory students (English, mathematics, social 
studies, and science) (see ACCEL Program Admission). 
Georgia residency and U.S. citizenship requirements for 
HOPE program eligibility apply to ACCEL award eligi-

bility. ACCEL applicants must be in compliance with 
Selective Service registration requirements as well. 

Degree-level college credits attempted by students while 
in high school during a school term that began on or after 
July 1, 2008, will not be included in the quarter or semester 
hours used to determine when students have reached the 
maximum number of hours for which they can receive pay-
ment from any combination of HOPE Scholarship, HOPE 
Grant, and ACCEL programs provided the students met the 
academic requirements to be a HOPE Scholar when they 
graduated from high school and the student’s college accepts 
those credits. The attempted hours will be included in the 
hours used to determine the maximum hours for which they 
can receive HOPE benefits if ACCEL students did not meet 
the requirements to be a HOPE Scholar when they graduated 
from high school and were, therefore, ineligible to receive 
the HOPE Scholarship as entering first-year students.

High school students should carefully consider 
whether to participate in the ACCEL program in that 
the GSFC will apply the credit hours for which students 
receive ACCEL payments toward the maximum num-
ber of credit hours of payment they can receive from the 
HOPE scholarship after they graduate from high school 
because they have the risk of not meeting the require-
ments to be a HOPE scholar. High school students and 
their parents, high school counselors or principals, and 
postsecondary institution officials should be confident 
that it is in the best interest of students to participate in 
the ACCEL program. 

The Dual Enrollment-HOPE program offers addi-
tional educational opportunities for motivated high 
school students to earn technical college credit as they 
meet their high school graduation requirements. If they 
meet all other requirements, high school students who 
are simultaneously seeking technical certificates or 
diploma programs of study at eligible public postsec-
ondary institutions are eligible for the HOPE Grant (see 
Dual Enrollment-HOPE Admission). The credit hours 
attempted by Dual Enrollment-HOPE students while in 
high school are not used to determine when students have 
reached the maximum number of hours for which they 
can receive payment from any combination of the HOPE 
Grant and HOPE Scholarship programs. 

The credit hours attempted by Joint Enrollment stu-
dents while in high school are used to determine the max-
imum hours for which they can receive HOPE Benefits 
(see Joint Enrollment Admission).

Special Admission Students – those who have not 
declared programs of study – are not eligible for financial 
assistance through the HOPE program. However, stu-
dents who gain admission to the college through learning 
support are eligible to receive HOPE (see Provisional/
Learning Support Admission).

HOPE Grant/Scholarship regulations do not require 
students who attend public institutions such as Athens 
Technical College to enroll full time to receive financial 
assistance. All HOPE-eligible students receive $100 book 
allowances each academic term they enroll for six or more 
credit hours. HOPE-eligible students who enroll for fewer 
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than six credit hours receive $50 book allowances each 
quarter. With the exception of the instructional and tech-
nology, late registration, malpractice insurance (if appli-
cable), supply (if applicable), fuel surcharge (if applicable), 
and radiation monitor (if applicable) fees, HOPE will pay 
all tuition and fees assessed each quarter by the college. 

Students who earned the GED credential from the 
Technical College System of Georgia after July 1, 1993, receive 
a $500 voucher they can apply toward the cost of education. 
Students may use this voucher anytime within 24 consecu-
tive months immediately following the date the Technical 
College System of Georgia issues the HOPE GED voucher to 
students. Students who received the $500 voucher and later 
earns the HOPE Scholarship may have to return the voucher 
to the Georgia Student Finance Commission.

Georgia Leveraging Educational Assistance 
Partnership (LEAP) Grant Program – This grant is cam-
pus-based and provides aid to Georgia residents who 
demonstrate substantial financial need and are enrolled 
in six or more hours of study.

How to Apply for State Aid
To receive financial assistance from state aid pro-

grams, applicants must complete the following steps:
Submit an application for admission to the college. 
File a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) online at www.falfsa.ed.gov by the midpoint 
of the term prior to the one in which they are seek-
ing admission to the college (see Early Application 
Deadline). 

Students who fail to meet these deadlines may be 
responsible for paying all tuition and fees due at the time 
of registration. Students who owe money to the college 
after the Tuition/Fees Payment Deadline as listed in the 
Academic Calendar will be administratively withdrawn 
from their classes (see Academic Calendar). Once the 
Financial Aid Office receives all information needed to 
establish eligibility, the college will reimburse students 
for any tuition and fees they paid in advance.

It is the responsibility of students to contact the 
Financial Aid Office to establish HOPE Scholarship eligi-
bility. It is recommended that students submit a Request 
for Evaluation of Transcripts prior to the start of their 
first term of enrollment. However, students should submit 
a Request for Evaluation of Transcripts to the Financial 
Aid Office no later than the midpoint of the quarter for 
which they are seeking reimbursement. Requests received 
after this time will be evaluated for the next quarter.

Students who attended other postsecondary insti-
tutions before transferring to Athens Technical College 
must complete and submit a HOPE Evaluation Request 
form if they are applying for the HOPE scholarship pro-
gram. This form is available in the Financial Aid Office 
on the Athens Campus, the Student Affairs Office on 
the Elbert County Campus, the Director’s Office on the 
Walton County Campus, or the Manager’s Office at the 
Greene County Campus. This form is also available online 
at www.athenstech.edu. Select Prospective Students then 

1.
2.

Financial Aid. Click Forms and scroll to the bottom of the 
page before clicking the HOPE Scholarship Evaluation 
Request Link.

{ÁġìěãÁÏġĈėķ !ÏÁÕÙāìÏ tėĈäėÙěě
The U.S. Department of Education requires institu-

tions of higher learning to establish standards of satis-
factory academic progress (SAP) for students receiving 
financial aid. The SAP policy must include both a quali-
tative measure (cumulative grade point average) and a 
quantitative measure (maximum period). 

Qualitative – Students must maintain a quarterly 
grade point average of at least 2.0 (C) on a 4.0 scale.
Quantitative – Students must successfully com-
plete two-thirds (66.6 percent) of all quarterly hours 
attempted to remain eligible for financial aid.
Failure to maintain satisfactory academic progress 

will result in the loss of federal (Pell) and state (HOPE) 
grants and scholarships. The SAP policy applies to all stu-
dents, regardless of whether they have previously received 
aid. (Financial aid regulations consider new students and 
transfer students to be making satisfactory academic 
progress.) 

Successful grades include A, A*, B, B*, C, C*, D, and 
D*. Unsuccessful grades include F, F*, I, IP, W, W*, WF, 
WF*, WP, and WP* (see Grading System). Students must 
also show completion rates that allow them to complete 
their programs of study in no more than 150 percent of 
the time normally required to do so (as determined by the 
college catalog). 

CìĂÁĂÏìÁû !ìÕ tėĈÎÁġìĈĂ ÁĂÕ 9ĶÏûĥěìĈĂ
The Financial Aid Office initially places students 

on financial aid probation if they do not meet the above 
guidelines. Students on financial aid probation have one 
quarter to meet satisfactory academic progress standards 
or the Financial Aid staff will place them on financial aid 
exclusion. Students on exclusion are not eligible to receive 
financial aid. 

!ĔĔÙÁûě
Students placed on financial aid exclusion may appeal 

the denial of financial aid if extenuating circumstances are 
present. Students submit appeal forms to the Financial 
Aid Office explaining the circumstances and their plans to 
maintain eligibility. This form is available in the Financial 
Aid Office on the Athens Campus, the Student Affairs 
Office on the Elbert County Campus, the Director’s Office 
at the Walton County Center, or the Manager’s Office at the 
Greene County Campus. This form is also available online 
at www.athenstech.edu. Select Current Students and then 
Financial Aid. Click Forms and scroll to the Appeals sec-
tion. Click on the Request for Appeal of Financial Aid 
Exclusion to access the form.

The director of financial aid must receive appeal let-
ters prior to the start of the quarter for which students are 
appealing their exclusion status. A committee of faculty 
and staff reviews all financial aid appeals. Students must 
be making satisfactory academic progress at the end of 

•

•
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the term for which the appeals committee approved the 
appeal. Otherwise, the Financial Aid staff will again place 
students on financial aid exclusion.

²ìġéÕėÁıìĂä CėĈā Ĉė 5ėĈĔĔìĂä /ûÁěěÙě
Federal financial aid (Pell Grant, Federal Supple

mental Educational Opportunity Grant, and Academic 
Competitiveness Grant) and Georgia’s HOPE scholarship 
and grant programs do not considered hours dropped 
during the drop/add period (usually the first three days 
of the quarter) as registered hours for students. All HOPE 
funding for tuition and fees are refunded to the GSFC. If 
students who initially received $100 HOPE book allow-
ances drop below six hours of credit as a result of drop-
ping a class during drop/add, a withdrawal, or “no show,” 
they must repay $50. Furthermore, if HOPE-eligible stu-
dents withdraw from all classes during the first three days 
of the academic term or if their instructors report them as 
“no shows” in all their classes, the students are respon-
sible for repaying the entire HOPE book allowance.

If students withdraw from classes after the first three 
days of the academic term, HOPE will cover tuition and 
HOPE eligible fees provided students attended class or 
attempted to contact their instructors during the first 
full week of the quarter. Students also remain eligible to 
receive HOPE book allowances. The Financial Aid staff 
will recalculate the amount of Pell Grant and FSEOG 
awarded based on the withdrawal date (see Disbursement 
Schedule for Federal Aid Funds). Please consult with a 
financial aid counselor prior to withdrawing from a class. 
Withdrawing affects students’ satisfactory academic prog-
ress (SAP). 

!ġéÙĂě ¢ÙÏé aÙėìġπ.ÁěÙÕ {ÏéĈûÁėěéìĔě
The Athens Technical College Foundation provides 

merit-based scholarships to recognize students who 
achieve academic excellence. The Foundation funds these 
scholarships at the rate of tuition and fees for up to three 
quarters of full-time enrollment. The Foundation awards 
merit-based scholarships each spring to students already 
enrolled at Athens Technical College and to graduating 
high school students in the counties served by the college. 
Information on the merit-based scholarships is avail-
able on the college website (www.athenstech.edu). Select 
Current Students and then select Financial Aid before 
clicking on the Scholarships icon.

Disbursements of merit-based scholarships do not 
begin until the following quarter. The Foundation dis-
burses scholarship funds quarterly, and the amount dis-
bursed will not exceed the amount of tuition and fees 
assessed for a given quarter. Scholarship recipients must 
reimburse the Foundation if they withdraw from classes 
within seven calendar days after the start of the quarter. 
Scholarship recipients who leave the college for two con-
secutive quarters or who graduate forfeit any unused por-
tion of their scholarships.

Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 cumulative 
grade point average to be eligible for merit-based scholar-

ships. The Foundation will permanently withdraw schol-
arships if recipients’ cumulative grade point averages 
drop below 3.0. 

How to Apply for Merit-Based Scholarships
Students are eligible for merit-based scholarships 

once they complete 24 quarter credit hours of coursework 
at the college. To apply for merit-based scholarships, stu-
dents must submit an application, resume, and letter to 
the Financial Aid Office by the annual application dead-
line, as well as a letter of recommendation from a program 
chair or instructor. Merit-based scholarship applications 
are available from the Financial Aid Office on the Athens 
Campus, the Student Affairs Office on the Elbert County 
Campus, the Manager’s Office on the Greene County 
Campus, and the Director’s Office on the Walton County 
Campus. Detailed instructions on each merit-based schol-
arship are available online at www.athenstech.edu. Select 
Alumni and Friends and then select ATC Foundation 
before clicking on the Scholarships link.

Graduating high school seniors must submit an 
application, resume, letter, official high school transcript, 
as well as a letter of recommendation from a teacher or 
counselor to receive consideration for a merit-based 
scholarship. The college’s selection committee will evalu-
ate applications.

hġéÙė {ÏéĈûÁėěéìĔ hĔĔĈėġĥĂìġìÙě
Many private individuals, companies, and orga-

nizations offer their own merit-based and need-based 
scholarships each year. Students must apply for these 
scholarships directly through the private individual, 
company, or organization. The college’s Financial Aid 
staff post information on externally-funded scholarships 
on the college website (www.athenstech.edu) and send 
quarterly emails to currently enrolled students informing 
them of the scholarships currently available to students; 
however, students are encouraged to find and apply for 
this source of funding on their own.

Staff in the Financial Aid Office are available to 
assist students in completing applications and on obtain-
ing information on different scholarship programs and 
opportunities. There are several search engines available 
on the internet that help students find external scholar-
ship opportunities. Students should begin their searches 
on the following websites:

Scholarships.com—http://www.scholarships.com
CollegeBoard.com—http://apps.colleboard.com/ 
cbsearch_ss/welcome.jsp
Fastweb.com—http://www.fastweb.com

The Financial Aid Office must process and administer 
external scholarships in order to verify enrollment and 
other eligibility requirements. Students must meet with 
the scholarship coordinator each academic term in order 
to complete the appropriate paperwork. The Financial 
Aid staff will not disburse scholarship funds without the 
signature and permission of the student. 

•
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wÙéÁÎìûìġÁġìĈĂ {ÙėİìÏÙě
Students above age 16 with certain physical, mental, 

or emotional disabilities that might prove to be a handi-
cap to employment may be eligible to receive assistance 
through the Division of Rehabilitation Services, 125 
Athens West Parkway, Athens, GA 30606. Students who 
are interested in receiving more information or in apply-
ing for services can contact that office at (706) 354-3900.

±ÙġÙėÁĂě tėĈäėÁā 
The state approving agency for training veterans and 

dependents approves instructional programs for which 

veterans and their dependents may receive veterans ben-
efits. Students may apply for benefits by contacting the 
Veterans Service Office, Jefferson Professional Park, 855 
Sunset Drive, Suite D-1, Athens, GA 30606. The telephone 
number for the Veterans Service Office in Athens is (706) 
369-5630. The toll-free number for the Atlanta office is 
1-800-827-1000. Prospective students receiving financial 
assistance from the Veterans Administration (VA) are 
personally responsible for paying tuition and fees at the 
time of registration. Additional information on the veter-
an’s affairs benefits program can be obtained by calling 1-
888-GI BILL 1 (1-888-442-4551) or at www.gibill.va.gov. 


