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Dental Assisting 

Accreditation
The program in Dental Assisting is accredited by 

the American Dental Association Commission on Dental 
Accreditation. The Commission is a specialized accred-
iting body recognized by the United States Department 
of Education. The Commission on Dental Accreditation 
can be contacted at (312) 440-4653 or at 211 East Chicago 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60611.

Diploma Program
The Dental Assisting program prepares graduates to 

assist dentists in dental operations. Program graduates 
will be competent in the technical areas of preventive 
dentistry; four-handed dentistry; chair-side assisting with 
emphasis in diagnostics, operative, fixed prosthodontics, 
pediatric dentistry, orthodontic procedures, endodontic 
procedures, and surgical and expanded functions; dental 
practice management; specialties; and dental radiology.

The program provides learning opportunities that 
introduce, develop, and reinforce academic occupational 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes required for job acquisi-
tion, retention, and advancement. The Dental Assisting 
program instruction includes a combination of theory, 
laboratory, pre-clinical, and extramural clinical prac-
tice scheduled over a period of four quarters. Program 
instructors plan the various clinical experiences so that 
integrated theory and practice provide optimum learning 
through hands-on experience. This enables graduates to 
provide competent care.

The program provides academic foundations in com-
munication, mathematics, and human relations, as well as 
occupational fundamentals. Important attributes for suc-
cess of program graduates are critical thinking, problem 
solving, and the application of the training to the work 
requirement. The field is experiencing rapid expansion, 
and experts predict this trend will continue.

Associate Degree Option
Individuals who are graduates of, or eligible to grad-

uate from this diploma program and who meet general 
admission requirements for associate-degree level work 
may pursue an associate of applied science degree in 
Health by completing an additional 50 quarter credit 
hours of coursework. Interested students should see their 
advisors to obtain assistance in completing processes 
associated with readmission and/or change of major.

Career Opportunities
The multi-service profession of dentistry provides 

diversified employment opportunities for dental assis-
tants. These employment opportunities include general 
dentistry; group practice; specific dental specialties such 
as oral surgery, endodontics, orthodontics, prosthetics, 
periodontics, and pedodontics; public health dentistry; 
hospital dentistry; dental school clinics; and federal, state, 

and community clinics. Other opportunities include man-
aging a dental business office, working in a major dental 
manufacturing or insurance company, serving as a sales 
representative for a dental equipment or supply com-
pany, serving in the armed forces, or teaching or working 
in research and development at a college or other agency.

Admission Requirements
Because the Dental Assisting profession requires 

not only theoretical and clinical skills, but also the abil-
ity to learn and apply new knowledge quickly, the Dental 
Assisting program at Athens Technical College utilizes a 
competitive admission process to select students. Program 
faculty and the Admissions Office staff designed the pro-
cess to ensure maximum opportunity for student suc-
cess in the program and on the Dental Assisting National 
Board. Applicants who are on academic probation or are 
academically dismissed from the college as of the March 1 
application deadline will not be considered for admission. 
Prospective students gain admission to the college initially 
as Health Care Assistant program students/applicants to 
Dental Assisting in order to complete any learning support 
classes and required general core and health core courses.

The Dental Assisting program sequencing begins once 
a year at the beginning of Summer Quarter. Applicants 
must complete the preliminary admission process by 
March 1. Applicants not selected for the program on the 
initial attempt may reapply during subsequent admission 
intake periods. There is no waiting list between intake 
periods; applicants must complete the application pro-
cess for each attempt for entry into the program.

Program Preliminary Requirements
To receive consideration for admission to the Dental 

Assisting program, applicants must submit the following 
information to the Admissions Office by March 1: 

Completed and signed application for admission and 
a $20 nonrefundable application fee;
Official transcripts showing that applicants earned a 
minimum grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale 
in high school and on all college work attempted 
(applicants transferring from other colleges will not 
be required to submit high school transcripts if they 
completed a minimum of 30 semester or 45 quarter 
credit hours of study at one or more colleges);
Valid COMPASS, ASSET, SAT, or ACT test scores (see 
ASSET and COMPASS Placement Tests);
Official birth certificates, passports, driver’s licenses, 
or state-issued photo identification cards to docu-
ment that they are at least 17 years of age;
Documentation showing the completion of 20 hours of 
observation in a dental office (blank forms are avail-
able in the Admissions Office, from the program chair, 
and online at www.athenstech.edu—Select Prospective 
Students and then Competitive Health Pgms); and
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Completed and signed Intent forms (blank forms are 
available in the Admissions Office and online at www.
athenstech.edu—Select Prospective Students and 
then Competitive Health Pgms).

The number of students accepted to the program is 
limited. The Admissions Office staff and program faculty 
rank applicants according to the criteria above. The staff 
then invites a group of the highest ranking applicants to 
continue the application process in the following manner:

Submit a personal statement essay (500 words or 
less) to demonstrate an understanding of the job 
requirements of dental assistants, detail any prior 
dental experience, and explain their interest in the 
program;
Review and sign Code of Ethics (available from the pro-
gram chair and online at www.athenstech.edu—Select 
Prospective Students and then Competitive Health 
Pgms), which includes the responsibility to provide 
oral care for all patients without discrimination; and
Participate in a personal interview.
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From this group, 14 students will gain admission to 
the program. Students must complete all core classes 
(except AHS 104) prior to enrolling in Dental Assisting 
(DEN) classes. Prior to Summer Quarter when students 
start the DEN courses, they must have the following docu-
ments on file in the Dental Assisting Office:

Current certification in cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion (for health care providers);
Copy of immunization records;
Results of medical and dental examinations; 	
Verification of medical and malpractice insurance 
(see Malpractice Insurance); and
A signed document acknowledging that they may be 
required to complete drug testing and/or background 
checks at their own expense prior to participating in 
internships, practicums, or clinical activities at cer-
tain host sites for these activities (see Drug Testing/
Background Checks) (blank documents are available 
from the program chair or the Admissions Office and 
online at www.athenstech.edu—Select Prospective 
Students and then Competitive Health Pgms). 
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Dental Assisting Curriculum Outline
Diploma Program (Major Code: DA02)

Credit Required for Graduation: 86 quarter credit hours

    Credits
General Core  15
*	 ENG	 1010	 Fundamentals of English I	 5
*	 MAT	 1012	 Fundamentals of Mathematics	 5
*	 PSY	 1010	 Basic Psychology	 5

Health Core  11
*	 AHS	 104	 Introduction to Health Care	 3
*	 AHS	 1011	 Anatomy and Physiology 	 5
*	 SCT 	 100	 Introduction to Microcomputers	 3

Dental Assisting Core 17
*	 DEN	 1020	 Head and Neck Anatomy	 2
*	 DEN	 1030	 Preventive Dentistry	 3
*	 DEN	 1050	 Microbiology and Infection Control	 3
*	 DEN	 1060	 Oral Anatomy	 5
*	 DEN	 1070	 Oral Pathology and Therapeutics	 3
*	 DEN	 1380	 Scopes of Professional Practice	 1

Dental Assisting Major  43
*	 DEN	 1090	 Dental Assisting National Board Examination Preparation	 2
*	 DEN	 1340	 Dental Assisting I	 6
*	 DEN	 1350	 Dental Assisting II	 6
*	 DEN	 1360	 Dental Assisting III	 4
*	 DEN	 1370	 Dental Assisting Expanded Functions	 4
*	 DEN	 1390	 Dental Radiology	 5
*	 DEN	 1400	 Dental Practice Management	 4
*	 DEN	 1460	 Dental Practicum I	 2
*	 DEN	 1470	 Dental Practicum II	 2
*	 DEN	 1480	 Dental Practicum III	 8

*Students must pass courses with grades of C or better.


