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Nursing (ADN)

Accreditation
The Nursing (ADN) program is accredited by the 

National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission 
(NLNAC), 3343 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 500, Atlanta, 
GA 30326, (404) 975-5000, Anyone wishing to file a com-
plaint with regard to the Nursing (ADN) program should 
follow the complaint resolution procedures as outlined in 
this publication (see Complaints). They may also contact 
the National League for Nursing at the above address and 
telephone number.

Associate Degree Program
The purpose of the Nursing (ADN) program is to pro-

vide learners with the necessary knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes to practice competently and safely as beginning 
nurse generalists in a variety of direct care practice set-
tings. The program presents nursing in a caring, holistic 
framework organized according to the Neuman Systems 
Model. This model views nurses as professionals who 
possess critical thinking/problem solving skills, integrity, 
accountability, a theoretical knowledge base, refined psy-
chomotor skills, and a commitment to lifelong learning.

Nursing courses build on competencies and theo-
retical knowledge gained in previous courses. They are 
sequential and require a minimum of six quarters to com-
plete. Licensed practical nurses (LPNs) may be eligible to 
complete the nursing courses in a minimum of four quar-
ters. (Refer to Accelerated Option for further information). 
The general education component provides foundation 
and breadth in the arts, sciences, and humanities. These 
courses develop communication and writing skills; supply 
sociocultural, psychological, and developmental perspec-
tives; and provide a basic analysis of anatomical, physi-
ological, and microbiological characteristics of humans. 
Students may take general education courses prior to or 
concurrently with nursing courses. 

Graduates receive the associate degree in Nursing 
and are eligible to take the National Council Licensure 
Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN). Upon 
successful completion of the NCLEX-RN and licensure by 
the Georgia Board of Nursing, graduates are employable 
as registered nurses.

Career Opportunities
Graduates may find employment as providers and 

managers of nursing care in a wide variety of settings, 
including acute and long-term health care facilities, home 
health care, health clinics, physicians’ offices, government 
or private industry, and public health agencies.

Admission Requirements
The Nursing (ADN) program utilizes a competitive 

admission process to select students. Program faculty 
and the Admissions Office staff designed the process to 
ensure maximum opportunity for student success in the 

program and on the NCLEX-RN. The program admits 
students once per year at the beginning of Fall Quarter. 
Prospective students may gain admission to the college 
initially as Health Science program students/applicants 
to Nursing in order to complete any learning support 
classes and required general education courses. 

Applicants must submit all required documentation to 
the Admissions Office by February 1 to receive consider-
ation in the selection process. Applicants who are on aca-
demic probation or are academically dismissed from the 
college as of the application deadline will not be considered 
for admission. Applicants not selected for the program may 
reapply during subsequent admission intake periods. There 
is no waiting list between intake periods; applicants must 
complete the application process for each attempt at pro-
gram entry. Applicants must complete the following steps:

Submit completed and signed application for admis-
sion and a $20 nonrefundable application fee;
Submit official high school or GED transcripts and/or 
official college transcripts from all colleges attended 
in the past (see General Admission Requirements); 
Submit National League for Nursing Pre-Admission 
RN Examination, AD Composite Score of no less than 
the 75th percentile that is less than five years old 
on the application deadline date (see Life Sciences 
Selective Admissions Examinations);
Submit valid ASSET or COMPASS test scores (see 
ASSET and COMPASS Placement Tests); 
Submit completed and signed Intent form (blank 
forms are available from the Admissions Office and 
online at www.athenstech.edu—Select Prospective 
Students and then Competitive Health Pgms); 
Complete college English (ENG 1101), mathematical 
modeling (MAT 1101), human anatomy and physiol-
ogy I and II (BIO 2113 and BIO 2114), and introductory 
microbiology (BIO 2117) or equivalent courses with 
a grade of C or better by April 1 of the year in which 
admission is sought (applicants transferring from other 
colleges must confirm the transferability of credit for 
these courses with the college’s director of registration 
and records by the February 1 admission application 
deadline); and 
Attend a mandatory pre-admission orientation session 
once selected (failure to attend or to make alternate 
arrangements to obtain necessary information will 
result in the forfeiture of admission to the program).

Although applicants must have a minimum grade 
of C in the prerequisite courses listed in item F above, it 
should be noted that the prerequisite course grade point 
average is one of the main criteria for selection in health 
and life sciences programs, so grades of C are typically not 
competitive.

Applicants to the Nursing (ADN) program must take 
the NLN Pre-admission RN Examination no later than 
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January to receive consideration for admission to the pro-
gram. After gaining admission to the program and prior 
to enrolling in the first Nursing (NUR) course, students 
must have the following current official documents on file 
in the Nursing (ADN) Office:

Certification in Basic Life Support (BLS) for Health 
Care Providers;
Verification of health and malpractice insurance (see 
Malpractice Insurance);
Record of physical exam that is less than six months 
old and a physician statement that student is in satis-
factory health;
Results of tuberculin skin test and/or chest x-ray;
Evidence of immunity to rubella, rubeola, mumps, 
varicella, and Hepatitis B;

a.

b.

c.

d.
e.

Documentation of current TDAP (tetanus, diptheria, 
and pertussis) immunization; and
A signed document acknowledging that commis-
sion of a felony before or during their enrollment in 
this program may prevent or impede graduates from 
obtaining licensure as registered nurses and that they 
may be required to complete drug testing and/or 
background checks at their own expense prior to par-
ticipating in internships, practicums, or clinical activ-
ities at certain host sites for these activities (see Drug 
Testing/Background Checks) (blank documents are 
available from the program chair or the Admissions 
Office and online at www.athenstech.edu—Select 
Prospective Students and then Competitive Health 
Pgms). 

f.

g.

Nursing (ADN) Curriculum Outline
Associate Degree Program (Major Code: NUN3)

Credit Required for Graduation: 108 quarter credit hours

	  			    Credits
General Education 	 52
*	 BIO	 2113	 Human Anatomy and Physiology I	  5
*	 BIO	 2114	 Human Anatomy and Physiology II	  5
*	 BIO	 2117	 Introductory Microbiology	  5
*	 ENG	 1101	 Composition and Rhetoric	  5
*	 ENG	 1102	 Literature and Composition	  5
*	 MAT 	 1101	 Mathematical Modeling	  5
*	 PSY	 1101	 Introduction to Psychology	  5
*	 PSY	 2103	 Human Development	  5
*	 SOC	 1101	 Introduction to Sociology	  5
*	 SPC	 1101	 Public Speaking	  5
*			   Elective	 2

Nursing Major	  56
*	 NUR	 191	 Fundamentals of Nursing	  8
*	 NUR	 192	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients I	  8
*	 NUR	 193	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients II	  4
*	 NUR	 194	 Nursing Care of Childbearing Clients	  4
*	 NUR	 291	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients III	  8
*	 NUR	 292	 Nursing Care of Childrearing Families	  4
*	 NUR	 293	 Mental Health Nursing	  4
*	 NUR	 294	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients IV	 10
*	 NUR	 295	 Nursing and Society	 3
* 	SCT	 100	 Introduction to Microcomputers	  3

* 	 Students must pass courses with grades of C or better.
	 Nursing courses are sequential and require a minimum of six quarters to complete.



172

The Accelerated Option
Licensed practical nurses (LPNs) may be eligible to 

enroll in an accelerated option that requires a minimum of 
four quarters to complete the nursing courses. LPNs may 
apply for the generic nursing program as described in the 
Associate Degree Program section, or they may apply for 
the accelerated option to bridge into the second year of the 
nursing curriculum. Interested LPNs should contact the 
Admissions Office and request information on the accel-
erated option in addition to the regular admission packet. 
Accelerated students are admitted each summer quarter 
if space is available. Prospective students may gain admis-
sion to the college initially as Health Science program 
students/applicants to the Nursing (ADN) Accelerated 
Option in order to complete any learning support classes 
and required general education courses. The application 
deadline for the Nursing (ADN) Accelerated Option is 
February 1 of the year the applicant is seeking admission 
to the program. Applicants must:

Submit completed and signed application for admis-
sion and a $20 nonrefundable application fee;
Submit official high school or GED transcripts and/or 
official college transcripts from all colleges attended 
in the past (see General Admission Requirements); 
Submit NLN Pre-admission RN Examination, AD 
Composite Score of no less than the 75th percen-
tile that is less than five years old at the anticipated 
date of enrollment in the program (see Life Sciences 
Selective Admissions Examinations);
Submit valid ASSET or COMPASS test scores (see 
ASSET and COMPASS Placement Tests); 
Submit documentation of a current LPN license valid 
in the State of Georgia;
Submit documentation showing a minimum of two 
years of work experience as a licensed practical 
nurse; 
Submit completed and signed Intent form (blank 
forms are available in the Admissions Office and 
online at www.athenstech.edu—Select Prospective 
Students and then Competitive Health Pgms); 
Provide documentation showing the completion of 
the prerequisite general education courses or their 
equivalent as listed in the Curriculum section (appli-
cants transferring from other colleges must confirm 
the transferability of credit for these courses with the 
college’s director of registration and records by the 
February 1 admissions application deadline); and 
Attend a mandatory pre-admission orientation ses-
sion if invited (failure to attend or to make alternate 
arrangements to obtain necessary information will 
result in the forfeiture of admission to the program).
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Applicants to the Nursing (ADN) Accelerated Option 
must take the NLN Pre-admission RN Examination no 
later than January to receive consideration for admission 
to the program. After applicants submit the required doc-
umentation to the Admissions Office, the Nursing (ADN) 
faculty will offer the NLN Acceleration Challenge Exam 
(ACE I) to those applicants who meet the ADN program 
requirements. Qualified applicants will receive informa-
tion regarding the ACE I testing procedures. Entry into 
the Nursing (ADN) Accelerated Option is contingent 
upon:

The applicant achieving a decision score of the 70th 
percentile or above on the ACE I exam;
The existence of an opening in the accelerated option; 
and
Completion of all requirements.

Students must complete the 38 quarter credit hours 
of prerequisite general education courses prior to gaining 
admission to the accelerated program. Students must com-
plete an additional 15 quarter credit hours of general edu-
cation coursework and 2 quarter credit hours of electives to 
graduate from the program.

After gaining admission to the Nursing (ADN) Accele
rated Option and prior to enrolling in the first nursing 
course, students must have the following current official 
documents on file in the Nursing (ADN) Office:

Certification in Basic Life Support (BLS) for Health 
Care Providers;
Verification of health and malpractice insurance (see 
Malpractice Insurance);
Record of physical exam that is less than six months 
old and a physician statement that student is in satis-
factory health;
Results of tuberculin skin test and/or chest x-ray;
Evidence of immunity to rubella, rubeola, mumps, 
varicella, and Hepatitis B;
Documentation of current TDAP (tetanus, diptheria, 
and pertussis) immunization; and
A signed document acknowledging that commission of 
a felony before or during their enrollment in this pro-
gram may prevent or impede graduates from obtain-
ing licensure as registered nurses and that they may be 
required to complete drug testing and/or background 
checks at their own expense prior to participating in 
internships, practicums, or clinical activities at cer-
tain host sites for these activities (see Drug Testing/
Background Checks) (blank documents are available 
from the program chair or the Admissions Office and 
online at www.athenstech.edu—Select Prospective 
Students and then Competitive Health Pgms). 
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Nursing (ADN) Accelerated Option Curriculum Outline
Associate Degree Program (Major Code: NUP3)

Credit Required for Graduation: 108 quarter credit hours
(The 108 hours include the 38 quarter credit hours of prerequisite general  
education courses and 8 quarter credit hours for NUR 191 credit by exam.)

				    Credits
Prerequisite General Education	 35
*	 BIO	 2113	 Human Anatomy and Physiology I	 5
*	 BIO	 2114	 Human Anatomy and Physiology II	 5
*	 BIO	 2117	 Introductory Microbiology 	 5
*	 ENG	 1101	 Composition and Rhetoric	 5
*	 ENG	 1102	 Literature and Composition	  5
*	 MAT	 1101	 Mathematical Modeling	 5
*	 PSY	 1101	 Introduction to Psychology	 5

General Education**	  17
*	 PSY	 2103	 Human Development	  5
*	 SOC	 1101	 Introduction to Sociology	  5
*	 SPC	 1101	 Public Speaking	  5
*			   Elective	 2

Nursing Major	  56
*	 NUR	 191	 Fundamentals of Nursing***	  8
*	 NUR	 197	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients I	  8
*	 NUR	 198	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients II	  4
*	 NUR	 199	 Nursing Care of Childbearing Clients	  4
*	 NUR	 291	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients III	  8
*	 NUR	 292	 Nursing Care of Childrearing Families	  4
*	 NUR	 293	 Mental Health Nursing	  4
*	 NUR	 294	 Nursing Care of Adult Clients IV	  10
*	 NUR	 295	 Nursing and Society	  3
* 	SCT	 100	 Introduction to Microcomputers	 3

*	 Students must pass courses with grades of C or better.
**	 Students must complete the 38 quarter credit hours of prerequisite general education courses prior to gaining 

admission to the accelerated program. Students must complete an additional 15 quarter credit hours of general 
education coursework and 2 quarter credit hours of electives to graduate from the program.

***	 Students who score at the 70th percentile or above on the NLN ACE I exam and successfully complete NUR 197 
will exempt NUR 191 and receive 8 credit hours for the course.


