SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY

ACCREDITATION

The Surgical Technology program is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education
Programs (CAAHEP), 1361 Park Street, Clearwater,
FL 33765, upon recommendation by the Accreditation
Review Committee on Education in Surgical Technology
(ARC-ST).

ASSOCIATE DEGREE AND DIPLOMA PROGRAMS

Surgical technologists help prepare for surgery, assist
during surgery, and clean and stock operating rooms
after surgery. They are an integral part of a surgical team
providing perioperative patient care. Before the opera-
tion, they assist in getting the operating room set up with
equipment, instruments, and sterile supplies that might
be needed.

During surgery, surgical technologists have primary
responsibility for establishing and maintaining the sterile
field. To ensure that surgeries proceed smoothly, surgi-
cal technologists anticipate the needs of surgeons; pass
instruments, sutures, and sponges; and provide other
sterile items to members of the surgical team in an effi-
cient manner.

As directed by surgeons, surgical technologists may
sponge or suction the operative site, hold retractors, and
cut sutures. Surgical technologists also operate various
types of equipment such as autoclaves, suction devices,
microscopes, light sources, insufflators, and electrosur-
gical units. They help collect and handle specimens and
help apply dressings.

After surgery, surgical technologists assist in room
turnover procedures. In the nonsterile circulating role,
surgical technologists assist with patient positioning and
prepping, provide needed sterile items, and assist anes-
thesia personnel.

The program provides extensive supervised clini-
cal experience in all areas of surgery at area hospitals.
Graduates qualify for employment in hospital operating
rooms, outpatient surgery, and central sterile processing.
Graduates are eligible to complete the national certifica-
tion examination for surgical technologists.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Graduates qualify for employment as surgical tech-
nologists in hospitals, private physicians’ offices and clin-
ics (urology, ophthalmology, plastic surgery, etc.), and in
all areas of the armed services.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

This program utilizes a competitive admission process
to select students. Program faculty and the Admissions
Office staff designed the process to ensure maximum
opportunity for student success in the program. The pro-
gram admits students once per year at the beginning of
Winter Quarter. Prospective students may gain admis-

sion to the college initially as Health Care Assistant or

Health Care Science program students/applicants to

Surgical Technology in order to complete any learning

support classes and required general core and health core

courses.

Applicants must submit all required documentation
to the Admissions Office by June 1 to receive consider-
ation in the selection process. Applicants who are on aca-
demic probation or are academically dismissed from the
college as of the application deadline will not be consid-
ered for admission. Applicants not selected may reapply
during subsequent admission intake periods. There is no
waiting list between intake periods; applicants must com-
plete the application process for each attempt for entry
into the program. Applicants must submit:

a. Completed and signed application for admission and
a $20 nonrefundable application fee;

b. Official high school or GED transcripts and/or official
college transcripts from all colleges attended in the
past (see General Admission Requirements);

c¢. NLN Pre-admission PN Examination scores of no less
than the 4oth percentile that are less than five years
old on the application deadline date (see Life Sciences
Selective Admissions Examinations);

d. Valid COMPASS, ASSET, SAT, or ACT test scores (see
ASSET and COMPASS Placement Tests); and

e. Completed and signed Intent form (blank forms are
available in the Admissions Office and online at www.
athenstech.edu—Select Prospective Students and
then Competitive Health Pgms).

Applicants must take the NLN examination no later
than May in order to receive consideration in the selec-
tion process. Applicants must also attend a mandatory
pre-admission orientation session if invited. Failure to
attend or to make alternate arrangements to obtain nec-
essary information will result in the forfeiture of admis-
sion to the program. Students must complete all general
core and health core courses prior to enrolling in Surgical
Technology (SUR) classes. Students must have the follow-
ing documents on file in the Surgical Technology Office
prior to entering SUR 112:

a. Basic cardiac life support certification;

b. Verification of health and malpractice insurance (see
Malpractice Insurance);

c. Record of physical exam with a physician’s statement
that the student is in satisfactory health;

d. PPD and/or chest x-ray results, hepatitis screen
results and documentation of immunity to rubella,
measles, and tetanus;

e. A signed document acknowledging that commission
of a felony before or during their enrollment in this
program may prevent graduates from taking the licen-
sure exam to become surgical technologists and that
they may be required to complete drug testing and/or

193



background checks at their own expense prior to par-
ticipating in internships, practicums, or clinical activ-
ities at certain host sites for these activities (see Drug
Testing/Background Checks) (blank documents are

available from the program chair or the Admissions
Office and online at www.athenstech.edu—Select
Prospective Students and then Competitive Health
Pgms).

SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY CURRICULUM OUTLINE
Diploma Program (Major Code: SToz2)
Credit Required for Graduation: 87 quarter credit hours

General Core

* ENG 1010 Fundamentals of English I

* MAT 1012 Fundamentals of Mathematics
* PSY 1010 Basic Psychology

Health Core
* AHS 104 Introduction to Health Care

* AHS 109 Medical Terminology for Allied Health Science

* AHS 1011 Anatomy and Physiology
* SCT 100 Introduction to Microcomputers

Surgical Technology Major

* SUR 101 Introduction to Surgical Technology
* SUR 102  Principles of Surgical Technology

* SUR 108 Surgical Microbiology

* SUR 109  Surgical Patient Care

* SUR 110  Surgical Pharmacology

* SUR 112  Introductory Surgical Practicum

* SUR 203 Surgical Procedures I

* SUR 204 Surgical Procedures II

* SUR 213  Specialty Surgical Practicum

* SUR 214 Advanced Specialty Surgical Practicum
* SUR 224 Seminar in Surgical Technology

Credits
15

5

5

5

-
N

WU Www

[¢)]

W owwoOAAAAIWwWwu o™

*Students must pass courses with grades of C or better.
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SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY CURRICULUM OUTLINE
Associate Degree Program (Major Code: ST03)
Credit Required for Graduation: 109 quarter credit hours

General Education

* ENG 1101
* ENG 1102
OR
* HUM 1101
* MAT 1101
OR
* MAT 1111
* PSY 1101
* SOC 1101
* SPC 1101
Health Core
* AHS 104
* AHS 109
* BIO 2113
* BIO 2114
* BIO 2117
* SCT 100

Composition and Rhetoric
Literature and Composition

Introduction to Humanities
Mathematical Modeling

College Algebra
Introduction to Psychology
Introduction to Sociology
Public Speaking

Introduction to Health Care

Medical Terminology for Allied Health Science
Human Anatomy and Physiology I

Human Anatomy and Physiology II
Introductory Microbiology

Introduction to Microcomputers

Surgical Technology Major

* SUR 101
* SUR 102
* SUR 109
* SUR 110
* SUR 112
* SUR 203
* SUR 204
* SUR 213
* SUR 214
* SUR 224

Introduction to Surgical Technology
Principles of Surgical Technology
Surgical Patient Care

Surgical Pharmacology

Introductory Surgical Practicum
Surgical Procedures I

Surgical Procedures II

Specialty Surgical Practicum
Advanced Specialty Surgical Practicum
Seminar in Surgical Technology

*Students must pass courses with grades of C or better.

Credits
30
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