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Dr. Jackie Wilson Receives Louis Griffith Hospitality Leadership Award 

Dr. Jackie Wilson, Program Chair of Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism Management at Athens Technical 
College, was presented with the 2008 Louis Griffith Hospitality Leadership Award at the recent Tourism 
Breakfast, hosted by the Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Athens Welcome Center. The 
event was held in celebration of National Tourism Week.   

The Louis Griffith Hospitality Leadership Award acknowledges an outstanding individual in the local 
hospitality industry who displays foresight and exceptional leadership skills to positively impact the 
Athens-Clarke County hospitality industry.  Dr. Wilson started the Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism 
Management program at Athens Technical College and has developed the program into an in-demand 
curriculum with graduates filling the ranks of local and regional hospitality businesses.  

Chuck Jones, Director of the Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau, states, “Jackie Wilson takes a big 
interest in her students and is committed to working with area hospitality industry employers to place 
her students in internships and practicums.  Her curriculum, instruction and dedication to both her 
students and to the local hospitality industry are providing Athens with a highly-trained workforce that 
gives us a competitive edge and contributes to our economic development.” 

Jarod Gentry, Event Planner at The Classic Center, states, “Jackie Wilson is an inspiring role model in 
the hospitality industry.  She has experienced the field and left her mark in that regard and is now 
turning around and imparting her vast knowledge to the future generation of the industry’s leaders.  She 
was a key player in getting me where I am today, and I know she has had the same effect on many other 
young people.” 
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